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fourteenth day. All doubts as to the diagnosis were soon
removed,’,for his two sisters had typical attacks of mumps.
Dr. Beclere pointed out that the diagnosis should be made
by the history of an epidemic, the sudden onset of the ill-
ness, and the interval of four or five days between the
general symptoms and the orchitis. The diagnosis is of
importance if only to enable the practitioner to warn the
patient’s friends that atrophy of the testicle sometimes

results. 
____

THE REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON PETROLEUM.

THE product of four years’ labour has at length been
placed upon the table of the House in the usual form of a blue-
book report. The principal points in the report are that the
committee recommend by a majority of one the raising of the
flash-point to 100&deg; F. Abel test; by a majority of 8 to 3 the
regulation and construction of lamps ; by a unanimous vote
the regulation of storage and by a substantial majority
the regulation of transport. Oddly enough, at the last

sitting it was in the power of Mr. Ceilings and his friends to
reverse the decision arrived at on June 24th. Two of

the low-flash point partisans, however, refrained from

voting and the chairman did not vote, and the report
was finally adopted by a majority of one. It is unfortunate

that an unanimous conclusion could not have been

arrived at in accordance with the very great importance of
the issue. We hope next week to deal fully with the report,
copies of which have not been published up to the time

of going to press. 
-

GEOLOGICAL MODEL OF LONDON AND
SUBURBS.1

A MAP of London and the surrounding country on a con-
venient scale of size, with the natural elevations of the

ground shown in relief and the character of the superficial
strata distinguished by colours, is a valuable means of

conveying topographical information and Mr. Jordan is to
be congratulated on the excellent manner in which his idea
has been carried out. The district delineated by him
extends from Finchley and Woodford on the north to

Croydon and Orpington on the south, and from Barking
and Chislehurst on the east to Hampton Court and Harrow
on the west. The map is drawn on thin sheet metal
embossed to represent the elevations and enamelled in

eight different colours showing the nature of the ground.
It has a handsome appearance and the black lines marking
the various roads, streets, railways, &c., as well as the

names of places, are as distinct as on a map printed
on paper. The horizontal scale is 1 in. to the mile, and
as it measures 15 in. from north to south and 20 in. from
.east to west the area included is obviously about 320 square
miles. The vertical scale is 1 in. to 1000 ft., which is of
.course about five times as great as the horizontal scale, so
that some of the steep inclines about Highgate and

Muswell-hill have the appearance of being impracticable
for any kind of wheeled vehicle without cable traction. The

predominant geological formation is gravel and sand, which
stretch across the map from south-west to north-east;
London clay covers large tracts in the north-west and

southern portions of the district; lower London tertiary
deposits are found abundantly to the east of a line drawn
from Croydon to Greenwich. The other formations shown

.are of Ie:,.,,; extent and consist of alluvium, brick earth,
boulder clay, Bagshot sand, and chalk. Vertical sections of
the various strata are represented on the frame, some of
them being over 1000 ft. in depth. The map is provided
with rings on the back by which it may be hung against the
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wall of a room like a picture. Mr. H. B. Woodward’s
memoir on the Soils and Subsoils of London and its

Neighbourhood, reviewed in THE LANCET of Feb. 5th

(page 372), may be advantageously consllltec1 in connexion
with the subjects of the map.

THE PRINCE OF WALES’S HOSPITAL FUND FOR
LONDON.

’ THE practical and delicate work of distributing the

receipts of this Fund is now proceeding and by the kindness
of Sir Savile Crossley, the honorary secretory of the Fund,
we are able to tell our readers something of what is being
done. The metropolitan area has been divided into four

districts, North, South, East and West, the areas being
as nearly as possible equal in the number of hospitals and
the total number of beds. To define the boundaries of such
areas was no simple matter. Each quarter has been assigned
to a divisional sub-committee. Each sub-committee consists
of five members, of whom two are thus far experts
in hospital management that they are members of the
medical profession, the other three being laymen, but
men of business and interested in hospital work. One

expert and one layman visit each hospital in the district
and report upon it, and this is the work which has already
been started ; but it is considered undesirable until the
work is complete to publish the names of the gentlemen
who have so kindly undertaken the onerous task of

serving on these sub-committees. It is hoped, however,
that the names may be given later. At present the
sub-committees are confining their visits and inquiries to
those hospitals which applied for a grant in accordance
with the advertisements inserted in the newspapers on

May 17th and 24th, stating that all applications are

required to be made by the end of June. The
consideration of other claims is for the time deferred.

Our readers are thus able to see that the General Council of
the Prince of Wales’s Hospital Fund for London have started .

on their task with a full sense of their responsibility; and
in our opinion the method adopted for arriving at the real
needs and merits of the charities which have applied to

them for assistance is an excellent one. It should be

thorough without being offensive and result in a proper
allocation of the benefits to deserving institutions.

WATER GAS.

CARBON monoxide is an insidious poison, and since it is
coming into increasing use, added in the form of water gas
to coal gas, it is desirable that some control should be placed
upon the public supply of gas so compounded. The gas
derived exclusively from coal contains considerably over 5
per cent. of carbon monoxide, but of recent years this quantity
in the gas supplied has very materially increased because at
the gasworks it is now found expedient to enrich the gas
by the addition of carburetted water gas. Water gas is a
mixture of nearly equal proportions of carbon monoxide

: 
and hydrogen which serves as an excellent carrier of

: oil gas, the enriching mixture consisting of equal volumes
l 

of oil gas and water gas and being known as carbu-

, 
. retted water gas. It is asserted that this step is

l necessary if the illuminating value of coal gas is to be main.
T tained at the Parliamentary standard-namely, 16 candles.
l The supply of rich coal yielding a highly illuminating gas is
l said to have fallen short in recent years of the demands and

thus the addition of carburetted water gas is adopted. The

f question as to whether this addition should be limited

f is at the present time occupying the attention of a

d Departmental Committee of the Home Office. 11’e cer-

e tainly are of opinion that some precise limit should be
_ imposed, although hitherto we do not think any serious

s- mischief has been done. Still without some definite system


